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SanTop of Form 
 

 
 
 
 
 Project Grad 

Countdown: 
 
• Decorating Days: 
 Mar. 23 
 Apr. 3, 17 
 
• Dry Creek 

Rancheria Golf 
Tournament: 

 May 7 
 
• Set-up for Project 

Grad: 
 May 21—28  
 
• Tickets for Project 

Grad on sale at 
school: 

 May 17—28 (at 
lunchtime) 

 
• Project Grad 

Preview: 
 May 28, 4:30-

5:30pm 
 
• Graduation: 
 May 28, 6:30pm 
 
• Project Grad 

Night: 
 May 28, 8:30pm 
 
• Clean-up: 
 May 29, begins 

6am 
 

Project Grad is a non-profit countywide 
volunteer organization dedicated to pro-
viding a safe and sober graduation 
night—statistically the most dangerous 
driving night of the year for teens. And it 
works! Since the launch of Project 
Graduation in 1987, there have been no 
graduation night auto-related deaths in 
Sonoma County! 

Planned, funded, and staffed by count-
less parent volunteers, this overnight 
party has become an eagerly awaited rite 
of passage for graduating seniors at 
Santa Rosa High. The SRHS Project 
Grad committee’s goal is simple—to 
keep our sons and daughters safe. We 
hope to achieve it by planning a celebra-
tion spectacular enough to entice ALL 
graduating seniors to attend. 

The week before the party, there is a 
major effort to put up the decorations 
that transform the school and requires 
about 100 volunteers to accomplish this 
task. Then, the night of the party, 250 
volunteer-parents from 9th through 11th 
grades are needed to run the show. The 
morning after, another group arrives to 

Save the date: May 28, 2010 
 

How you can help: 
 • Donate to April Fool's Day Ball: page 3 

• Volunteer to make decorations, help with set-up or clean-up, and/or staff the 
party: page 5 

• Donate prizes, food, beverages, and/or scholarships: page 7 

• Attend the Dry Creek Rancheria's Golf Tournament: page 7 

• Rent your tux for the junior/senior prom from SELIX: page 7 

• Purchase your senior's Project Grad reservation early: page 9 

• Give your senior the party guidelines: page 7 

  

clean up and store decorations. 

This year's theme is Hang Ten. We hope 
that the new graduates will enjoy all the 
thematic decorations. 

Remember that the continued success of 
SRHS Project Grad depends on the par-
ticipation of all SRHS families.  Your 
contribution will be repaid many times 
over when your son or daughter gradu-
ates and heads off to a safe, sober, and 
memorable graduation night party of his 
or her own. 

Take a look at this newsletter. Where can 
you help so that Project Grad continues 
to be the best place for graduating 
Panthers to celebrate in 2010? 
For questions, please contact Patty Collis, 
Project Grad 2010 Chair, 528-0359 or 481-
2022, gocollis@comcast.net   

Santa Rosa High School Presents 

    Project Graduation 

NO STUDENT WILL BE TURNED AWAY 
FROM PROJECT GRAD DUE TO A LACK 

OF FUNDS 
 

Please contact Ms. Baldenegro or 
Mr. Coscarelli at SRHS regarding 
scholarships. 
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Proyecto de Graduación 

"Como padre 
Panther, este es el 
mejor regalo que le 
podemos dar a 
nuestros seniors – 
¡un futuro!"—Sue 
Soennichsen, madre 
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Proyecto de Graduación de Santa Rosa High School  
Cordialmente te invita  

Al mayor evento pero no de la temporada 
11avo año del 

April Fool's Day Ball 
1 de April, 2010 (o quién sabe cuándo) 

Lugar: ¡en cualquier lugar! 
Tiempo: ¡en cualquier hora! 

Vestimenta: ¡lo que sea! 
 

• $20-25    le permite quedarse en casa y pierda el Ball completamente. 
• $30-35    Le da derecho no solo a faltar el Ball, pero incluso le permite 

faltar la fiesta! 
• $40-45    NOW Puedes saltar el Ball, olvidar la fiesta y no tener que ir al 

Ball después de la recepción con bebidas y ser persona de honor! 
• $50 and over    WOW! Puedes pasa toda la noche y no recibir una 

invitación especial para ir al Ball del próximo año!! 
 

NOTA:  no hay absolutamente ninguna sobrecarga para este evento de nigún tipo de 
decoración del mal gusto, nada de chips rancios o incluso un D.J. malo.  
Su contribución ayudará a financiar los premios, condecoraciones, alimentos, bebidas y 
entretenimiento para la clase graduada de 2010. Con esto en mente, por favor acepte 
nuestras sinceras "gracias" por su donación. Es muy apreciada, no podemos darnos el lujo 
de enviarles una tarjeta dándoles las "gracias". Esperemos que la sonrisa en los graduados 
sean suficientes! 

 
Agradezco la invitación para el April Fool's Day Ball y adjuntar $________ 

 
Nombre: _______________________________________________ 

 
Por favor haga su contribución deducible de impuestos a nombre de: 

SRHS Project Grad 
Correo electronico a:  

Sue Soennichsen, 3741 Sawgrass Place, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
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"As Panther parents, 
this is the best gift we 
can give our seniors—a 
future!" 
 —Sue Soennichsen, 
parent 
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Santa Rosa High School Project Graduation 
Cordially invites you  

to 
The Greatest Non-Event of the Season 

The 11th Annual 

April Fool's Day Ball 
April 1st, 2010  (or who knows when) 

Place: Anywhere! 
Time: Whenever! 
Attire: Whatever! 

 
• $20-25    Permits you to stay home and miss the Ball entirely. 
• $30-35    Entitles you to not only skip the Ball, but even the party before it! 
• $40-45    NOW you get to skip the Ball, forget the party and not have to go 

to the After-Ball reception with watery drinks and guest of honor! 
• $50 and over    WOW! You can skip the entire evening and get a special 

invitation not to come to next year's Ball!! 
 

NOTE:  There is absolutely no overhead for this event—no tacky decorations, no stale chips 
or even a bad D.J. 
Your contribution will help fund the prizes, decorations, food, drinks, and entertainment for 
the graduating Class of 2010. With this in mind, please accept our sincere "Thanks" for your 
donation. It is greatly appreciated—we just can't afford to mail you a "thank you."  Hopefully, 
the smiles on graduates will be enough! 

 

 
I appreciate the invitation to the April Fool's Day Ball and enclose $________ 

 
Name: _______________________________________________ 

 
Please make your tax-deductible contribution payable to: 

SRHS Project Grad 
Mail to:  c/o Sue Soennichsen, 3741 Sawgrass Place, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proyecto de Graduación Página 6 

Las preparaciones ya fueron empezadas 
para el próximo Proyecto de Graduación, 
que se celebrará el 28 de Marzo del 
2010. Hay aún muchas maneras que 
puedes ayudar con esta fiesta de 
graduación sin alcohol y drogas. 

Por favor tome tiempo para llenar la 
forma de la parte de abajo para 
indicar tus intereses. 

El continuo del éxito del Proyecto de 

Da unas horas de tu tiempo, y salva a una 
vida 
 

Forma para ser voluntario/a 
 

“La primera vez que fui 
voluntario, me 
asignaron el horario de 
medianoche–4 de la 
mañana.  Todo el día 
estuve sin ganas hasta 
que llegué a la fiesta de 
Proyecto Grad.  Allí me 
repuse con la energía 
de los jóvenes y el 
entusiasmo  y se me 
olvidó lo cansado que 
estaba.  Me divertí 
tanto que volví a ser 
voluntario cada año, 
hasta un año cuando 
no tuve más hijos en 
SRHS.” 
—Cynthia Leung, 
madre 

“Esta es la última vez 
que la clase de los 
seniors estaremos 
todos juntos.  Tendrán 
las reuniones de 
clases, pero nunca 
será lo mismo.  Quiero 
que esta noche sea 
especial para que ellos 
siempre recuerden.” 
--Barbara McGillivary, 
madre 
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Graduación depende de la participación 
de las familias de SRHS. Si eres el 
pariente de un estudiante en el 9, 10, 11, 
12, tu contribución se va a hacer 
repagada muchas veces cuando tu hijo/a 
se gradúe y se vaya a un lugar más 
seguro, sobrio, y memorable fiesta de 
graduación de sus propios. 

Patty Collis 
Presidente de Proyecto Graduación  

528-0359; gocollis @comcast.net 
 

   

  

¡Yo ayudaré con el Proyecto de Graduación! 
 

Días de Trabajar en las Decoraciones: 27 de marzo, 3 de abril y 17 de abril, de 
las 10am-3pm, en el lugar que será nombrado después.  Por favor póngase en 
contacto con Margaret Kirk el smckirk@sonic.net si quiere ayudar con algunas de 
las fechas precedentes. Es muy divertido estar con otros padres, compartir historias 
y ayudar para crear un ambiente fantástico. 
 Arreglo de fiesta 

Los arreglos empezarán el viernes, 21 de mayo en la tarde y seguirán 
hasta el viernes, 28 de mayo muchos voluntarios se necesitarán 
principalmente en la tarde. Contacte a Christina Evans al 576-1450 o 
Judy Anklam al 526-5868, mistel@sonic.com 

 Noche de fiesta 
Más de 250 voluntarios (nada más padres de los estudiantes del primer 
año, segundo y tercer año) se necesitan para que ayuden a los 
trabajadores. (Guardarropa, bebidas, comida, carnaval, casino, pre 
mios, chaperones, y entretenimiento) de las 8:30 p.m. hasta las 4:00 
a.m. Contacte a Cheri Ross al 292-0319 o cheribross@aol.com o Linda 
Greenspan al 568-4136 o thegreenspans@sbcglobal.net 

 Después de la Fiesta 
Todos los padres son requeridos para ayudar a limpiar el sábado en la 
mañana, 29 de mayo de las 6:00 a.m. hasta la noche. Contacte a 
Christine Evans al 576-1450 o Judy Anklam al 526-5868, 
mistel@sonic.com 

Nombre(s)_________________________________ Teléfono_________________ 

Dirección___________________________________________________________ 

Nombre del estudiante_____________________ Año(s) en que graduación______ 

Correo electrónico____________________________________________________ 
 

Mandenselo a Patty Collis, 22 Noonan Ranch Circle, Santa Rosa CA 95403 
O made un corre electrónico a gocollis@comcast.net 

O pasen a dejarios en el buzón del Proyecto de Graduación en la oficina principal de Santa 
Rosa High School 

mailto:smckirk@sonic.net�
mailto:cheribross@aol.com�
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Preparations are already underway for 
Project Graduation 2010, to be held on 
May 28, 2010. There are so many ways 
you can help with this annual alcohol- 
and drug-free graduation party.  

Please take the time to fill out the form 
below to indicate your interests.  

The continued success of SRHS Project 
Grad depends on the participation of all 
SRHS families. Whether you are a parent 

Give a few hours of your time, and save a life 
 

Volunteer form 
 

 
 
"The first time I 
volunteered, I was 
assigned the midnight-
4am shift. I was really 
dragging my feet until I 
arrived at Project Grad. 
Then I got caught up in 
the kids' energy and 
enthusiasm and forgot 
how tired I was. I had 
so much fun working 
that I've volunteered 
every year, even in a 
year when I had no 
children at SRHS." 
—Cynthia Leung, 
parent 
 
 
 

"This is the last time 
that this class of 
seniors will all be 
together. They will 
have class reunions, 
but it'll never be the 
same. I want to make 
sure that this party is 
a special night for 
them to remember." 
--Barbara McGillivary, 
parent 
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of a Freshman, Sophomore, Junior or 
Senior, your contribution will be repaid 
many times over when your child 
graduates and heads off to a safe, sober 
and memorable graduation party of their 
own.  

Patty Collis 
Chair, Project Grad 2010 

528-0359; gocollis@comcast.net 
 

  

I will help with Project Grad! 
 

Decorating Workdays: Mar. 27, Apr. 3, and Apr. 17, from 10am-3pm, location 
TBA. Please contact Margaret Kirk at smckirk@sonic.net if you'd like to help with 
any of the preceding decorating workdays. It's a lot of fun being with other parents, 
sharing stories and helping to create fantastic party decorations. 
 Party Set-up 

Set-up begins on the evening of Friday, May 21, and continues daily 
until Friday, May 28.  Many volunteers are needed this week primarily 
in the evenings. Contact Christina Evans at 576-1450 or Judy Anklam 
at 526-5868, mistel@sonic.com 

 Night of the Party 
Over 250 volunteers (Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior parents only) 
are needed to help staff the party (coat check, beverages, food, 
carnival, casino, prizes, chaperoning, and entertainment) from 8:30 
p.m. until 4:00a.m. Contact Cheri Ross at 292-0319 or 
cheribross@aol.com or Linda Greenspan at 568-4136, 
thegreenspans@sbcglobal.net 

 After the Party 
All parents including senior parents are needed to help with clean-up on 
Saturday morning, May 29, from 6:00 am to noon. Contact Christina 
Evans at 576-1450 or Judy Anklam at 526-5868, mistel@sonic.com 
 

Name(s)______________________________________ Phone________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________ 

Name of Student(s)___________________________ Year(s) Graduating________ 

Email Address_______________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to Patty Collis, 22 Noonan Ranch Circle, Santa Rosa CA 95403 
Or e-mail to gocollis@comcast.net 

Or drop off in the Project Grad Mailbox in the SRHS Main Office 

mailto:cheribross@aol.com�
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Página 8  

1. Solamente los estudiantes Seniors serán 
permitidos. 

2. Traer una Identificación con Foto (tarjeta de ASB 
o licencia). 

3. Vestir casualmente y traer un gran apetito. 
4. La fiesta empieza a las 8:30pm y no se permite 

entrar después de las 9:30pm sin un permiso de los 
padres Y el Presidente del Proyecto de 
Graduación. 

5. La fiesta termina a las 3:30/4:00am y los que se 
tengan que ir temprano se les notificará a los 
padres. 

6. No se volverá dejar entrar si te vas. 
7. Debes estar presente para poder ganar cualquier 

premio. 
8. Por favor estaciónense en el estacionamiento del 

Reglas de la Fiesta del Proyecto de Grad 
 

Apoyen el Proyecto de Grad, Selix está entusiasmado en unirse con el Proyecto de 
Grad de SRHS para ayudarnos en llegar este año a la meta de recaudaciones.  
 
Por cada traje alquilado en Selix para el Prom de los Juniors y Seniors, Selix donará 
$10 al Proyecto de Grad de SRHS. ¿Preguntas? Por favor contacte a Sue Soennichsen 
al 573-9175 o mándenos un email al gradnight@selix.com. 

“Mi mamá es voluntaria 
para el Proyecto de 
Grad y me hizo ir, 
entonces yo pensé que 
sería una fiesta muy 
tonta hecha por los 
padres.  Pero cuando 
llegué–¡las 
decoraciones eran fuera 
de serie! Y la comida—
¡wow! ... Nos quedamos 
en el MPR la mitad de 
la noche antes de 
revisar los otros 
cuartos—había tanto 
que hacer.” 
—Emma James '07 
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“Esta fue la mejor forma 
de cómo terminé mi 
carrera de la 
preparatoria.  Fue 
fantástico celebrar con 
mis amigos.” 
--Rodney Mastick '08 
 

  
south gym (gimnasio sur). 

9. Todas sus pertenencias, incluyendo bolsas, cámara, 
mochilas, y libros anuarios (yearbooks), etc., deben 
ser registrados en la entrada.  Estarán disponibles 
para ti durante la fiesta desde el guardarropa.  
Cosas Confiscadas no se les regresarán a los 
estudiantes, deben ser recogidas por la mamá o 
papá la siguiente semana en la oficina de la 
escuela.  

10. ¡OVIAMENTE, no es permitido fumar, alcohol, o 
drogas, y por favor, no manejar “bajo la influencia” 
de cualquiera de estos! 

11. El precio del boleto cubre TODO.  No hay LA 
NECECIDAD DE TRAER DINERO a la fiesta. 

12. ¡DIVERTIRSE! 
Si tienen cualquier pregunta, por favor contacten a:  

Mary Lou Smith, al 575-7301 

 
 
 

  

  

Golf Clásico del 2010 en el Dry Creek 
Rancheria 
 Beneficiando el Proyecto de Grad de la 
Santa Rosa High School 
 
Viernes, 7 de mayo del 2010 
Fountaingrove Golf y Athletic Club, Santa 
Rosa, California 

Incluye el almuerzo y cena, y muchos 
premios; para información de inscripciones, 
por favor contacte a Gary Cordova al 
garyc@drycreekrancheria.com. Donaciones 
para el Auction siempre son bienvenidos. 
 

Alquilen el traje (tuxedo) de SELIX 
 

Se Necesitan Donaciones 
Premios –  Se necesitan tarjetas de Regalo de cualquier valor, de cualquier tienda o 
establecimiento; contacte a Denise Ziskin 836-9757, d.ziskin@comcast.net 
 
Comida – Contacte a Kristen McCormick 545-1255, aec@sonic.net 
 
Bebidas – Se necesitas cajas de sodas y de Arizona Iced Tea: Contacte a Barbara 
McGillivary 526-6929, mcgillca@sbcglobal.net 
 
Becas – Contacte a Mary Lou Smith 575-7301, marylousmith@att.net 

mailto:gradnight@selix.com�
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1. Only Seniors will be admitted. 

2. Bring a photo ID (ASB card or driver's license). 

3. Dress casually and bring a good appetite. 

4. The party begins at 8:30pm and no admittance is 
allowed after 9:30pm without prior permission 
from a parent AND Project Graduation 
Chairperson. 

5. The party ends at 3:30/4:00am and those who 
must leave early will have their parents notified. 

6. You will not be readmitted if you leave. 

7. You must be present to win any prizes. 

8. Please park in the student parking lot by the 
south gym.  

Project Grad Party Guidelines 
 

Benefiting Santa Rosa High School 
Project Grad 

Friday May 7, 2010 

Fountaingrove Golf and Athletic Club, 
Santa Rosa, California 

Dry Creek Rancheria 2010 Golf Classic 
 

In support of Project Graduation, SELIX is excited to join with SRHS  Project Grad. 
to help meet this year’s fundraising goals. 
 
For every SELIX tuxedo rented for the SRHS Junior and Senior Prom, SELIX will 
donate $10 to SRHS Project Grad. Questions? Please contact Sue Soennichsen at 
573-9175 or email us at gradnight@selix.com. 

Rent a Tuxedo from SELIX 
 

Prizes – Need gift cards of any value, from any retailer; contact Denise Ziskin 836-
9757, d.ziskin@comcast.net 

Food – Contact Kristen McCormick 545-1255, aec@sonic.net 

Beverages – Need cases of soda and Arizona Iced Tea; contact Barbara McGillivary 
526-6929 mcgillca@sbcglobal.net 

Scholarships – Contact Mary Lou Smith 575-7301 marylousmith@att.net 

Donations Needed 
 

"My mom volunteers for 
Project Grad and made 
me go, so I thought this 
would be a dumb party 
put on by the parents. But 
when I got there—the 
decorations were crazy! 
And the food—wow! . . . 
We stayed in the MPR for 
half the night before we 
managed to check out the 
other rooms—there was 
so much to do." 
—Emma James '07 
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"It was the perfect way 
to end my high school 
career. It was great to 
be able to celebrate 
with all my friends." 
--Rodney Mastick '08 

9. All belongings, including purses, cameras, 
backpacks, yearbooks, etc., must be checked at 
the door. They will be available to you during 
the party from Coat Check. Confiscated items 
will not be returned to the student and must be 
picked up by a parent the following week in the 
main office. 

10. OBVIOUSLY, no smoking, alcohol, or drugs 
are allowed, and please, do not arrive "under the 
influence" of any of these! 

11. The ticket price covers EVERYTHING. There is 
NO NEED TO BRING ANY MONEY to the 
party. 

12. HAVE FUN! 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary Lou Smith, at 575-7301 

 
  

  

Includes lunch and dinner, and many 
great prizes; for sign-up information, 
please contact Gary Cordova at 
garyc@drycreekrancheria.com. Auction 
item donations are always welcome. 

  

  

mailto:mcgillca@sbcglobal.net�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 

Mar. 27, Apr. 3, and Apr. 17, from 10am-3pm, location TBA. 

Please contact Margaret Kirk at smckirk@sonic.net if you'd like to help with any of the 
preceding decorating workdays. It's a lot of fun being with other parents, sharing stories 
and helping to create fantastic party decorations. 

 

 

 

Project Grad's theme this year is Hang Ten! 
A surfing term from 1960's, Hang Ten is the 
art of walking up to the nose of your 
surfboard (while surfing!) and dangling all 
ten toes over the front. The term's usage 
extends beyond the sport of surfing and 

Hang Ten! 
 

D e c o r a t i n g  W o r k d a y s  

Santa Rosa High School Project Grad is completely staffed by parent volunteers. We are a 
committee of about 35 parents with students from all grades. From September through May, 
we meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in the school library to plan and 
organize the biggest and the best party for our graduating seniors. Any parent is welcome to 
join us at our meetings and we are always looking for volunteers to chair committees. 

 

A b o u t  O u r  O r g a n i z a t i o n  .  .  .  

S a n t a Ro s a  
H i g h S c ho o l  

1235 Mendocino Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

PHONE: 528-5291 
 
 
 We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

srhsprojectgrad.com 
 

Become a fan on 
Facebook! 

Santa Rosa High 
Project Grad 

 
Editorial Questions: 

Email Cynthia Leung at 
csleung@sbcglobal.net 

  
generally means to do something with 
finesse, to go full tilt on a risky course—
sort of a metaphor for the life of a new 
high school graduate. So . . . Hang Ten 
whenever you can! 
 

  

  

P r e v i e w  P r o j e c t  G r a d  
May 28, 2010, 4:30-5:30pm; Enter through the North Gym front entrance  

All SRHS families are invited to preview the Project Grad decorations. Please do not bring 
any seniors or siblings who are in middle school or high school, because we want Project 
Grad to be a surprise to them when it's their turn. If you think your 5th or 6th grader has a 
really good memory, you might want to make him or her wait outside as well. 
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